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INCLUDED IN THIS PRODUCT: 
 

•  Teacher and student directions for simulation 
•  Recording sheet 
•  Sample Recording sheet 
•  Teacher directions for narrative 
•  Sample narrative based on sample recording 

sheet 
•  Rubric for narrative 
•  Signs for each location with directions 
•  Suggested read aloud list   

**You will need six dice to complete this simulation. I 
recommend the large foam dice that can be found at 
the dollar store.** 
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NOTE TO TEACHER 

This is a simulation meant just 
for fun. This is an activity that I 
do with my students the week 
leading up to Valentine’s Day 
to get them up and moving, 

have a little fun, and 
incorporate our narrative 

writing skills.   
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TEACHER DIRECTIONS FOR 
SIMULATION 

•  Print and laminate each of the location signs and 
student directions. 

•  Hang the location signs and student directions around 
your classroom and place one die by each poster. 

•  Hand out recording sheets to students and review the 
directions with them: 
•  Directions are found on the next page 

•  Monitor students as they travel around the classroom 
during the simulation and complete their recording 
sheet. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR SIMULATION 
•  In order to avoid a pile up at one particular station, number students off 

1-6 and send them to the following station.  
1.  You are picked up by a mail truck.  
2.  You are placed in a mailbox.  
3.  You are in a backpack.  
4.  You are given to a friend.  
5.  You are at the post office.  
6.  You are opened.  

•  After each student has their starting location, they should begin to 
circulate.  

•  At each location, roll the die and read the event associated with the 
number rolled. Use the underlined words to record your progress and 
travel to the next location.  

•  Once you have established your location, travel there quietly and wait 
in line to roll the die.  
•  If your directive is to stay in the same location, then go to the end of 

the line and take another turn rolling the die.  
•  Students should continue to travel from location to location until they 

complete their recording sheet or time is up. 
•  I would recommend allowing students to complete the simulation 

for about 10-15 minutes.   
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TRUCK 
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in a mail truck 

1.  You are being delivered far away and 
continue your journey in a mail truck.  

2.  You are delivered to a mailbox.  
3.  You are delivered  to a friend.  
4.  You are being delivered far away and 

continue your journey in a mail truck.  
5.  You get dropped off at the post office.  
6.  You are delivered to a mailbox.  
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in a mailbox 

1.  You are picked up by a mail truck. 
2.  There is no mail service today, you stay  

in the mailbox. 
3.  A friend picks you up.  
4.  You are placed in a backpack to take to 

school.  
5.  You get taken out of the mailbox and are 

dropped off at the post office.  
6.  You are picked up and opened.  
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IN A 
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in a backpack 

1.  You are put in the out tray and picked up by 
a mail truck. 

2.  You are placed in a mailbox to be picked up. 
3.  You are delivered  to a friend.  
4.  You are forgotten about and stay  

in the backpack. 
5.  You get dropped off at the post office.  
6.  You are given to a teacher and opened.  
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TO A  
FRIEND 

GIVEN 
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given to a friend 

1.  The friend drops you and you are picked up 
by a mail truck to be delivered.  

2.  The friend places you in a mailbox.  
3.  The friend forgets about you.  
4.  The friend places you in their backpack.  
5.  You get dropped off at the post office.  
6.  The friend opens you.  
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POST 
OFFICE 

AT THE 
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at the post office 

1.  You are placed in a mail truck and sent  
out on delivery.  

2.  You are delivered to a mailbox.  
3.  You are delivered  to a friend.  
4.  You are sent to the back of the post office to 

be sorted.  
5.  You are accidentally opened.  
6.  You are delivered to a mailbox.  
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opened 

1.  Being opened was an accident. You are 
resealed and placed on a mail truck.  

2.  You are put in a back pack to show off.  
3.  You are given to a friend to share the love.  
4.  Being opened was an accident. You are 

resealed and placed on a mail truck.  
5.  You are put in a back pack to show off.  
6.  You are given to a friend to share the love.  
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Name_____________   #___    Date_________ 

VALENTINE DICE SIMULATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Begin 11 

2 12 

3 13 

4 14 

5 15 

6 16 

7 17 

8 18 

9 19 

10 20 



1 Begin on a mail truck 11 Post Office 

2 Mailbox 12 Mailbox 

3 Post Office 13 Mailbox 

4 Post Office  14 Post Office 

5 Mailbox 15 Opened 

6 A friend 16 A friend 

7 In a backpack 17 In a backpack 

8 Opened 18 In a backpack 

9 Mail truck 19 Mailbox 

10 A friend 20 Mail Truck 
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VALENTINE DICE SIMULATION 
EXAMPLE RECORDING SHEET 
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TEACHER DIRECTIONS FOR NARRATIVE 
 

•  After completing the dice simulation, students are 
ready to write a narrative from the point of view of a 
valentine.  

•  Students should use their recording sheet (the locations 
they visited) to write a narrative piece about their 
journey. 

•  By following their recording sheet and adding details, 
students will have a narrative describing their journey. 

•  It is alright for students to not use all of the locations on 
their recording sheet, but they should include at least 
ten events.  

•  A rubric for the narrative is included. 



SAMPLE NARRATIVE 
 It is beyond humiliating being piled into the back of a mail truck. I mean just a few 

hours ago I was being carefully put together by the tender hands of a young child. She 
took such care in gluing me full of ribbons, glitter, and colored paper. On top of that 
the stamps and stickers are what really put me over the edge.  

 That brings me to now when I am smashed under the weight of other valentines, 
none of which are up to my standards, boxes, letters, and other various things that 
people mail.  

 Thankfully I was not in the mail truck for too long, and was soon delivered to a 
mailbox. My conditions were not improved though as it was not just me, but also 
several letters and packages that were all shoved into the tiny aluminum cylinder. It 
was cold and drafty in there, and I am quite certain that I could feel a leak as well.  

 I expected to be picked up and opened, but instead I was returned to the post 
office. I was thrown in a large pile of letters and valentines unceremoniously before 
being placed on a conveyor belt where I was sorted into a smaller pile.  

 From there I was out for delivery once again. I found myself in another mailbox, 
but this time it was much roomier as it was just myself and one other letter in there. The 
letter was a friendly chap and a great listener, so I told him my story. He encouraged 
me to write it down and share it with the world.  

 A few hours later sunlight breached the mailbox once again and a hand reached 
in to grab both the letter and me. We were carefully carried inside and opened with 
intense concentration. This thoughtful person worked diligently to not rip any of my 
decorations as she pulled me from my envelope. 

 My new friend was so excited to see me that she danced around her room with 
me in her hands. Then she placed me in her backpack and said that she couldn’t wait 
to show me to everyone at school tomorrow!  ©2015TeachingInTheFastLaneLLC	  



©2015TeachingInTheFastLaneLLC	  

RUBRIC FOR VALENTINE  
SIMULATION NARRATIVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Score __/20 

1 point 3 points 5 points 

Grammar, 
Mechanics, 
and Spelling 

Many mistakes that 
make it difficult for 

the reader to 
understand. 

A few mistakes, but 
the reader can still 

understand.  

Only 1-2 mistakes 
and the reader can 

understand.  

Organization 
and Coherence 

The story does not 
make sense or 
follow order of 

events.  

The story follows 
order of events, but 
lacks coherence.  

The story follows a 
logical order and is 

coherent. 

Events from 
recording sheet  

Includes less than 5 
events from the 

simulation. 

Includes 5-9 events 
from the simulation. 

Includes 10 or more 
events from the 

simulation. 

Details No details are 
added.  

A few obvious 
details are added. 

Many imaginative 
details are added.  
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